


Letter from the Music Director 

The Fall harvest season is upon us!

Welcome to the South Valley Symphony opening concert of the 
2025-2026 Season! We are so happy to take you on a musical 
journey around the world with different styles with some 
familiar and some new beautiful musical works of art for you. 

We will start as we always do with the Star-Spangled Banner, 
arranged by my conducting teacher, Otto Werner-Mueller. To 
open the program,we go to Italy where we will play the overture 
to the wonderful comic opera, “Cinderella” by Rossini. It's a 
delightful way to get in the mood for the celebration to come.

Then we will go to Russia to play the Second Symphony of 
Alexander Borodin, which is one of the most beautiful, lyrical, 
and spirited pieces of the Russian repertoire. Rarely played, 
you're in for a treat to hear something that has not been played 
with this orchestra in a long time.

Following is dance time! German conductor, Johannes Brahms, 
composed many Hungarian dances in the snappy and 
rhythmic style that makes these pieces so irresistible. We will 
play five of some of the most famous Hungarian dances. 

Miguel Ledezma will then conduct a beautiful Mexican dance to 
finish off the dance portion of the program. You will love it and it 
will leave you with your toes tapping.

Finally, we're going back to America where we will go to 
Mississippi region and play four descriptive movements from 
the South. These are truly American treasures with spiritual 
tunes and familiar melodies - highly descriptive of American 
folklore.

We hope you enjoy this wonderful program 
and your time at Guglielmo Winery.

Anthony Quartuccio, Jr.
Music Director and Conductor



Dear Friends of South Valley Symphony,
On behalf of the Board of Directors, it is my great pleasure to 
welcome you to this afternoon’s concert, Adventures Around 
the World. Today’s program is a vibrant celebration of global 
musical traditions, featuring works that transport us from the 
steppes of Russia to the banks of the Mississippi, from the 
elegance of Italian opera to the fiery rhythms of Latin 
America.

We are thrilled to present Alexander Borodin’s bold and lyrical 
Symphony No. 2 in B Minor, Ferde Grofé’s evocative Mississippi 
Suite, Rossini’s sparkling overture to La Cenerentola, Brahms’s 
spirited Hungarian Dances Nos. 1–5, and the exhilarating 
Conga del Fuego Nuevo by Arturo Márquez. Each piece offers 
a unique glimpse into the soul of a culture, and together they 
form a dazzling mosaic of sound.

This concert is especially meaningful as we honor a 
remarkable milestone: the 20th anniversary of Maestro Anthony 
Quartuccio Jr.’s leadership as our Music Director and 
Conductor. For two decades, Anthony has guided our orchestra 
with passion, artistry, and vision, elevating our performances 
and deepening our connection with the community. His 
commitment to musical excellence and education has left an 
indelible mark on our organization.

We invite you to join us in celebrating Anthony’s legacy and 
expressing our heartfelt gratitude for his dedication and 
inspiration.

Rob Howe, President and musician
Sherry Quick, Vice President
Suzanne Muller, Director + Treasurer
Kristin Carlson, Director + Secretary
David M. Almeida, Director
Mary Anne Groen, Director and musician

Board of Directors

Miguel Legezma, Director and 
Assistant Conductor
Chris Niemann, Director
Pamela Scholz, Director and 
musician
Trecia Venter, Director

Thank you for being part of this musical 
journey. Your presence and support make 
everything we do possible. Enjoy the adventure!

Warm regards,  
Rob Howe
Board President 2025-2026, South Valley 
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October 12, 2025 @ 3:00 PM 
Guglielmo Winery, Morgan Hill 

Anthony Quartuccio, Jr., Conductor and Music Director

The Star-Spangled Banner
Lyrics by Francis Scott Key, Music by John Stafford Smith

Arranged by Otto-Werner Mueller

Overture from La Cenerentola (“Cinderella”)
Gioacchino Rossini

Symphony No. 2 in B Minor (“The Heroic”)
Alexander Borodin

I. Allegro
II. Scherzo Prestissimo

III. Andante
IV. Finale Allegro

Intermssion

Hungarian Dances Nos. 1 – 5
Johannes Brahms

I. Allegro molto 
II. Allegro non assai 

III.  Allegretto 
IV.  Poco sostenuto

V.  Allegro molto

Conga del Fuego Nuevo
Arturo Màrquez

Mississippi Suite in Four Movements
Ferde Grofé

I. Father of Waters
II. Huckleberry Finn
III. Old Creole Days

IV. Mardi Gras

Program Notes

Symphony No 2 in B minor by Alexander Borodin
Alexander Borodin composed this symphony intermittently 
between 1869 and 1876. Notable for its four-movement 
structure, it is widely regarded as the most significant large-
scale composition completed by Borodin himself. The 
symphony exhibits substantial melodic parallels to two 
theatrical works: 
"Prince Igor," authored and composed by Borodin, and 
"Mlada," originally conceived by Stepan Gedeonov with 
contributions from Borodin. The creation of these stage works 
periodically diverted Borodin's focus throughout the six-year 
composition process.

Hungarian Dances Nos 1-6 by Johannes Brahms
The Hungarian Dances are a set of 21 lively dances based 
mostly on Hungarian themes and were completed in 1879. 
They vary from about a minute to five minutes in length. They 
are among Brahms’s most popular works and were profitable 
for him. Each dance is arranged using different instruments 
and ensembles. Brahms originally wrote the version for four 
hands on a piano and later arranged the first ten dances for 
solo piano.

Mississippi Suite by Ferde Grofé
Ferdinand Rudolph von Grofé (March 27, 1892 – April 3, 1972), 
known as Ferde Grofé was an American composer, arranger, 
pianist, and instrumentalist. He is best known for his 1931 five-
movement symphonic poem, Grand Canyon Suite, and for 
orchestrating George Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue for its 1924 
premiere.

In 1926, he wrote “Mississippi Suite”. This orchestral suite in four 
movements depicted scenes along a journey down the 
Mississippi River from its headwaters of Minnesota to New 
Orleans



Program Notes

Conga del Fuego Nuevo by Arturo Márquez Navarro
Arturo Márquez Navarro (born 20 December 1950) is a 
Mexican composer of orchestral music who uses musical 
forms and styles of his native Mexico and incorporates them 
into his compositions. 

Conga del Fuego Nuevo was composed in 2005 for 
orchestra. The conga is a Cuban carnival dance, from which 
the conga line, popularized in the U.S. by band leaders such 
as Xavier Cugat, was derived. Márquez’ Conga del Fuego 
Nuevo (the “New Fire” ceremony was a pre-Columbian 
Mexican ritual; Carlos Chávez composed a ballet titled El 
fuego nuevo) is rather more elemental and multifaceted 
than the novelty dance, a rhythmically more playful 
showpiece but nonetheless still well connected to the 
staccato line-dance imperatives of 1-2-3-kick.

La Cenerentola overture by Rossini
Gioachino Antonio Rossini (29 February 1792 – 13 November 
1868) was an Italian composer active during the late 
Classical and early Romantic periods. He is renowned for 
composing 39 operas, as well as numerous songs, chamber 
works, piano compositions, and sacred music. Rossini 
established new benchmarks in both comic and serious 
opera before retiring from large-scale composition in his 
thirties, at the peak of his acclaim.

At 25, Rossini composed La Cenerentola (Cinderella) after 
achieving significant success with The Barber of Seville. He 
completed this opera within three weeks, and it is widely 
regarded as some of his most distinguished work.

About the Navaroli Young Musicians Contest 

The Al Navaroli Young Musicians Competition was 
established by the South Valley Symphony in 2008 to 
encourage young musicians to develop their talent and 
skills. The contest is open to young musicians living or 
training in southern Santa Clara County and San Benito, 
Monterey and Santa Cruz counties.

It is named for Gilroy resident Al Navaroli, a passionate 
music lover and longtime supporter of the South Valley 
Symphony, who dedicated many years of service to the 
symphony and died in 2008. Although he was not a 
musician himself, Navaroli was a tireless promoter of the 
orchestra and envisioned an orchestra of between 50 and 
60 musicians, two-thirds of them string players.

The competition, which is open to strings, winds, brass and 
piano, annually gives musicians between the ages of 10 and 
18 the chance to audition before trained professionals, 
including SVS Music Director Anthony Quartuccio. The lucky 
winner also earns the opportunity to perform as the 
featured soloist with the entire ensemble at the orchestra’s 
spring concert.

Application and more information are available at https://
southvalleysymphony.org under “Youth Competition >  
Competition Rules & Application form.” 

Save the Dates - 2025-2026 Season
Dec 6, 2025, St Mary Parish, Gilroy at 1:30 PM (NOTE special time) 
Mar 14, 2026, Advent Lutheran Church, Morgan Hill at 3:00 PM 
May 10, 2026, Guglielmo Winery, Morgan Hill at 3:00 PM



About Our Director

Anthony Quartuccio Jr. has been music director and 
conductor of the South Valley Symphony since mid-2006. 
Under his direction, the orchestra now celebrates its 52nd 
season, and has evolved to perform more demanding, 
diverse, and exciting compositions.

During his tenure, the orchestra began the Navaroli Young 
Musicians Competition; several in-school educational 
projects; “side by side” performances with local youth 
ensembles; many world premieres of works by South 
Valley’s young composers; and highly popular concert 
opera, youth and pops programs. Several concerts have 
featured singers from Opera San Jose and choirs from 
local high schools.

Maestro Quartuccio is music director and conductor for 
Nova Vista Symphony, associate director of the San Jose 
Chamber Orchestra, and former conductor at Opera San 
Jose. He teaches music theory, composition, chorale, and 
instrumental groups at Kehillah Jewish High School in Palo 
Alto.

In 2006, Quartuccio received an honorary Doctorate of 
Arts from Santa Clara University and awards from the 
California State Senate, Santa Clara County, and the 
Italian American Heritage Foundation for his contributions 
to the performing arts in the Bay Area.

Quartuccio is an alumnus of the Curtis Institute of Music 
and studied conducting with Otto Werner-Mueller, Gunther 
Schuller, and Gustav Meier at Tanglewood. In 2009, he 
conducted the San Jose Youth Chamber Orchestra in a 
performance for the 14th Dalai Lama during his visit to the 
Bay Area, and has led the orchestra on several tours. 

About the South Valley Symphony

History 
Gilroy and Morgan Hill musicians formed the South Valley Symphony in 
the mid-1970s. SVS continues to be the only symphony orchestra in south 
Santa Clara County. It draws its musicians, board members, patrons, and 
audience primarily from south Santa Clara, San Benito, Monterey, and 
Santa Cruz counties. The Symphony performs four concerts annually 
between October and May, culminating with the popular Mother's Day 
concert at Guglielmo Winery in Morgan Hill. 

Musicians and concerts 
The orchestra performs a wide range of music, from classical to 
modern, including symphonies, film scores, choral works, jazz, and 
pops. Music Director and Conductor Anthony Quartuccio Jr. selects 
programming with assistance from orchestra members and the SVS 
board of directors. 

The 40-plus orchestra members include music educators and 
music enthusiasts who learned to play an instrument in school and 
resumed playing in later years when they had more time. Some are 
students or retirees, while many work full-time. Some play with other 
ensembles or volunteer their time to work with music teachers in local 
schools. Before each concert, the orchestra rehearses for six to eight 
weeks at South Valley Middle School in Gilroy. Musicians who wish to 
join the orchestra are always welcome at rehearsals. Information is 
available at www.southvalleysymphony.org. 

Funding 
Ticket sales, individual contributions, corporate matching grants 
and donations from local businesses fund South Valley Symphony 
concerts and operations. Additional funding comes from generous 
grants. The Symphony is a 501(c)(3) corporation with annual 
expenditures between $60,000 and$70,000. Expenses include the music 
director and conductor's salary; guest and solo artists' honoraria; 
advertising and promotion; music purchase, rental, and management; 
additional players; programs; and insurance and other professional 
expenses. 

Community Outreach 
The Symphony actively works with area schools to acquaint young 
people with classical and modern music and to engage them in 
musical performances. Musicians frequently work with classroom 
teachers to give master classes and other assistance in the regular 
curriculum. Students may receive credit for attending performances. 
Children and students are admitted free to all concerts. The annual 
Al Navaroli Young Musicians Competition for young players living or 
training in south Santa Clara, San Benito, Monterey, and Santa Cruz 
counties. The competition's winner performs with the Symphony in the 
springtime NextGen Youth Concert.  



How You Can Support Your Symphony! 

We want to thank you for your support of South Valley 
Symphony. During this 51st Season, we look forward to years 
of live, symphonic music for our community. How can you 
help us achieve this goal? Thanks for asking. Here are some 
actions you can take to help us continue our mission: 

 Become a season ticket holder:
https://southvalleysymphony.org/purchase-tickets/

 Bring friends and family to a concert and introduce them
to their community symphony family.

 Help advertise concerts by sharing concert information
on your personal social media accounts.

 Make a tax-deductible donation by going to our website
here: https://southvalleysymphony.org/donate-2/.

 Explore more ways to support the symphony through in-
kind donations, corporate donations, corporate
matching, and Legacy Giving: https://
southvalleysymphony.org/support-svs/

 Join our Board of Directors or help start a Friends of the
Symphony organization (a group of volunteers who help
the front and back of the house).

These are just a few ways to help us reach our next 50+ years of 
making beautiful music for our community. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to reach out to our South Valley 
Symphony Board President, Rob Howe, at rch_cello@hotmail.com. 
Many thanks!

Bill Flodberg Endowment

Virtuoso $5,000+
Penny and Lynn Lockhart

Crescendo $2,500-$4999 Sherry Quick
Susan Seledon Memorial Fund

Forte $1,500-$2,499 Stephen and Marie 
Blankley Jenny and Bob Redfern
Carl and Gerrie Reinhardt

Allegro $750-$1,499 
Nancy and David Bischoff
John Blaettler
Barbara Bottini*
Laurence and Sarah Connell
Rob Howe
Christine and Greg Hopwood**
Joe Quintal
Etrecia Venter

Andante $500-$749
Gayle and Daniel Carlile
Kristin A. Carlson
Susan Hines 
Scott Jackson
Steven Johnson and Bonnie Linnell
Judith McCann
Ken and Nancy McDonald
Susan Rife and Steve Kreidler
Reverend Jose Rubio
Marv and Roxie Thomas*
Marian Yoder

Mezzoforte $250-$499 
Carol Bennett
Walker Blount and Beverly Olivier-Blount
Judith Lacy
Roy and Linda Madsen
Michael and Suzanne Muller
Sally and John Gerling
James and Elvia Teixiera
Allen and Barbara Palmer

Meet Our Sponsors 

The Symphony Orchestra and Board would like to thank all our supporters
for their continued help. We sincerely thank you for making it possible for
us to perform outstanding music for our enthusiastic audience. We could

not do the programming we do without your generous support. 

Dolce $100-$249
Sam and Judy Bozzo*
Deborah Downs
Judith Dunham
Gennaro and Kathy Filice
John Graham
Martin and Mary Anne Groen
Nora Lemmon
Helen Lindsay
Kimberly and Bob Lyle
James Kwon
Monica McClintock
Laura and Mike Murphy
Janet Paterson
Sue Piccardo
Jan Ryan
Roger and Patricia Schindewolf
Pamela Scholz
Laura and Nicholas Tindall
John Weaver

Adagio $25-$99 
Phil Anastasia
Jeff Chambers
Peter and Elena Anderson
Christin Flautt*
Alexandra Pappas
Michael and Michelle Tacchia

* in memory of Lynn Lockhart
** in memory of Marty Cheek and
Margie Hopwood

Corporate Donors 
City of Santa Clara
Costco
Conrad Rentals
Heritage Bank
Charles Schwab

Grants
County of Santa Clara
Nvidia Corporation
Texas Instruments
Gilroy Foundation





Get your season tickets online at 
www.southvalleysymphony.org


